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Wylie Choirs Mission Statement 

The mission of the Wylie Choirs is to establish and maintain a dedicated community of student musicians, who share the joy of 
singing with each other as well as within the community. Students will work to the highest standards within their ensemble to 
produce choral music of the highest quality by building the skills necessary for continuous improvement of musicianship and 

expression. We believe and encourage a dedication to the pursuit of academic, musical, and social excellence, while fostering 
a lifelong love of music. 

 

 



Wylie West Junior High Choral Department 
Choir Handbook 

2020-2021 
August 19, 2020 
 
Dear Choir Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to the Wylie West Junior High Choral Department.  I hope you have had a restful summer and are 
looking forward to another successful school year.  This handbook contains information concerning policies 
and expectations for the coming school year.  Membership in this organization requires hard work and a 
serious commitment to excellence, which we hope will offer each student many opportunities for growth 
and provide musical experiences that they will treasure for a lifetime. Thank you for sharing your student’s 
gift of music and song and for your encouragement of each and every child in our program. In Choir your 
student will: 

● Sing a variety of music featuring different musical styles, genres and time periods 
● Learn and improve sightreading and ear training skills 
● Be able to identify various musical markings in scores 
● Perform in a variety of concerts 
● Be able to evaluate performances of this chorus and other musical groups 
● Learn to work as a team to create music 
● Have an opportunity to participate in social events with their peers 

Please read this handbook carefully and retain it for your reference. You will also find forms online for you 
and your student to complete and return by Friday, August 28, 2020.  These forms are NOT optional; they 
must be completed and returned by this date. There will be a Choir Parent/Student meeting within the 
first 2 weeks of school via Zoom. The Zoom link will be sent out through Remind and will be posted in 
Google Classroom ahead of time. The purpose of this meeting is to highlight important events and cover 
frequently asked questions. You will also be able to ask the directors questions at this time. The meeting 
will be recorded in case you are not able to make it.  
 
Choirs Supplies Pack is $20, which includes your black Choir binder, pre-sharpened pencil, highlighter, Choir 
t-shirt, face shield and bandana.  This money is due by Friday, August 28, 2020, through the Charms website. 
(Instructions below.) 
 
In order to communicate with students and their parents or guardians, we have set up Remind.  You and your 
student (if he/she has a phone)  will need to sign up on this system, as this will be the primary tool of 
communication throughout the school year.  Numbers and codes for Remind are found on page 1 of this packet. 
Additionally, we will be sending out information throughout the year regarding social events that will be posted 
on our website, wylie hs choirs. We also utilize a program called CHARMS, which is our teacher/student/parent 
portal that tracks student payments, information, choir dates and uniforms. Lastly, Wylie Choir students will 
utilize Google Classroom inside and outside school, especially in the event of a shutdown or other extenuating 
circumstance. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I am looking forward to an exciting year 
of excellence in the Wylie West Junior High Choirs!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brittany Gurganus 
Director of Choirs & Director of 5th Grade Music - Wylie West Junior High 
(325) 695-1910, ext. 1821 
bgurganus@wylie.esc14.net 

 

https://www.wyliehschoirs.com/
https://www.charmsoffice.com/
mailto:bgurganus@wylie.esc14.net


 
I. Communication 

 
➢ Website: www.wyliehschoirs.com 
➢ Facebook: @wyliechoirs 
➢ Instagram: @wyliejhchoirs 
➢ Email: bgurganus@wylie.esc14.net; smouat@wylie.esc14.net 
➢ Phone: (325) 695-1910 ext. 1821; (325) 690-1181 ext. 2022  
➢ Remind (see below) 
➢ CHARMS (see below) 
➢ Google Classroom (see below) 

 
Remind 

● Open a new text message; type in the number 81010 
● In the message line, type the code(s) that corresponds to your student’s class 

(including the @ symbol) 
@westjhguys  -- for students and parents/guardians of Wylie 6th-8th grade guys Choir 
@westjhgirl-- for students and parents/guardians of Wylie 7th-8th grade girls Choir  

 
CHARMS 

CHARMS is a portal that allows you, the parent or guardian, to see information pertaining to your child without 
having to contact a director. For example, if your child does any fundraising, profits for your student can be 
found in Charms.  Additionally, you can sync the Choir calendar with your phone and sign up to volunteer for 
events.  Please help us help you by providing us with this information! 
 
Website: www.charmsoffice.com  
Code: wyliechoirs (capitalization must be accurate) 
ID: Student Lunch Number 
Password: First time login—Student Lunch Number; you will then be prompted to change the  

password (I recommend lunch number plus initials; example: 123456Aa.) 
Returning student login--Charms recently updated their password requirements. You 

will  
need to change your password.  

*If you have forgotten your password, or forget your password anytime throughout the year, please 
contact Mrs. Gurganus on Remind or by email to have your password reset to your lunch number. 

Due to COVID-19 and to limit the exchange of cash or check, all payments will be made online this year. 
Payment for Choir Packs will be made through Charms at www.charmsoffice.com. Affinipay is the payment 
service provider. You DO NOT have to login to your student’s Charms account to be able to pay. As long as you 
can access our school page using the school code, you can check out using a guest account. (However, if you are 
able to get logged in to Charms, it will save you a few steps.) 

 
      Google Classroom 

In the event of a shutdown due to COVID-19 or other extenuating circumstances, we will use Google Classroom 

 

http://www.wyliehschoirs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wyliechoirs/
mailto:bgurganus@wylie.esc14.net
mailto:smouat@wylie.esc14.net
http://www.charmsoffice.com/


as a means to log attendance, accept assignments, and continue any Choir activities that we are able to. Please 
make sure that your student is in Google Classroom.  

II. Classroom Expectations and Materials 
Per the Covid-19  NFHS AEROSOL STUDY, students must wear mask, gaiter, and/or face shields with a bandana 
or scarf around the bottom of the shield to enclose the space between the bottom of the shield and the top of 

the chest. Students are discouraged from talking during the class period, as it creates more breath aerosols. 
During teacher instruction, students may not talk. Singing will be limited to 30 minutes at a time, with 

possible moving to the outdoors or larger space within the campus (Cafeteria, Stage) in order for the air to 
clear. Students are asked to be flexible with this method of instruction as we navigate Choir during the time of 

Covid-19.   With this in mind, the following guidelines for behavior will be expected: 
 

1. Be on time to class. Wylie tardy policy WILL BE enforced.  
2. Choir students are to enter the classroom and quickly get their black choir binder and 

have a pencil ready. At the conclusion of class, the director will dismiss students to put 
away binders.  

3. Cell phones need to be turned off, in the pocket or backpack during class, unless 
instructed by a director to use phones as a classroom assignment.  Wylie policy WILL BE 
enforced. 

4. Listen and follow any director’s instructions at all times.  Following are examples of 
behavior that will result in a call to parent/s, lunch detention, Tuesday School, or office 
referral: 

● Speaking to a director in a manner that is inappropriate.  
● Disrupting the learning experience in the classroom. 
● Frequent tardiness. 
● Talking out, excessive talking during instruction time. 
● Bullying (this includes but is not limited to cyber-bullying). 
● Horseplay or roughhousing. 
● Cell phone/earbud use during class. 

5. Illness that requires the student to sit out of rehearsal and not sing must be 
documented electronically via email from the parent/guardian, or with a phone call to 
the director. Students who are sitting out due to a temporary health issue will be 
expected to do silent written work that pertains to their choral class.  

6. Public displays of affection will be referred to the Assistant Principal. 
7. Gum, candy, soft drinks, and food are not allowed in class. Gum Passes are not accepted 

in Choir. Water is permitted. 
 

III. Ensembles  
 

Wylie Bulldog Guys Chorus (6th-8th Guy's Choir):  This choir is comprised of all young men enrolled in 
choir at Wylie West Junior High.  The choir has had success at UIL Concert and Sightreading Evaluation 
in the past, and has earned a Sweepstakes rating two of the last three years--the highest honor!  
 
Cantabile (6th-7th-8th Treble Choir):  This choir is comprised of all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade young ladies 
enrolled in choir at Wylie West Junior High.  This choir has gone to UIL Concert and Sightreading 
Evaluation for many consecutive years and has earned Superior (Sweepstakes; the highest honor) and 
Excellent ratings in recent history.  

 

 

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/unprecedented-international-coalition-led-by-performing-arts-organizations-to-commission-covid-19-study/?utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=facebook_page&utm_medium=National%20Federation%20of%20State%20High%20School%20Associations&fbclid=IwAR2lBltjRYcRdkUsU1WBv1lHRFbtW-sG9EsrVdwSjL4dBLlMVgTXRv8_TUk#


IV. Grading Policies 
 

Choir is a course with emphasis on performance on a daily basis.  Proper rehearsal skills are essential 
to the performance process, and will be graded as such.  Classroom infractions that affect student 
performance will result in deductions from weekly performance grades. Please see the section 
Classroom Expectations above for further clarification. 

 
Daily (50%)  Exams (30%) Classwork (20%) 
Weekly Performance Grade Sightreading Exams In-Class Assignments 
Folder/Pencil/Highlighter Checks Concert Dress Rehearsals Sightreading Quizzes 

Concert Performances Written Assignments  
After-School Rehearsals/Clinics 

 
*Students who fall under the Covid-19 guidelines for remaining off campus will be handled on a case-by-case 
basis. The criteria established by the District will remain in effect under these circumstances. 
In the event of an absence, the following policy will be observed: Students have two days to make up 
assignments and tests after absences. Students shall receive a zero for any assignment or test not 
made up within the allotted time.  Students may use the link posted on the Wylie Choir website 
(www.wyliehschoirs.com) for all absences, including those that require director approval. 
 
 

V. Concert & Rehearsal Attendance 
 

Participation in rehearsals and performances outside of class time is part of the Choir program at Wylie 
West Junior High School.  Just as it is not possible to re-create a game or other type of performance 
event, it is impossible to make up a choral rehearsal, choral clinic, or concert performance.  Concerts 
are considered co-curricular activities by the University Interscholastic League (UIL) unless admission is 
charged.  Therefore, attendance and participation in all concerts is a mandatory assessment (test) 
grade.  Concerts are the culmination of many weeks of preparation and class work.  Choir members 
are expected to be present for the entire duration of each performance.  Other Choir members 
depend on you to be there - WE ARE A TEAM.  
 

For illness or family emergencies, documented contact from the parent is required 
 

1.  Personal illness. If personal illness prevents you from attending a scheduled event, call the choir 
office at 695-1910 ext. 1821, and leave a message.  Please call even if you are absent from school that 
day.  Remind can also be used to message a director. 
2. Family Emergency. The student is responsible for notifying the director of a family emergency. Call 
the choir office and leave a message, or contact a director through Remind.  
3. School conflicts. School conflicts with concerts and rehearsals that are considered a UIL game MUST 
be approved prior to the event using the Concert/Rehearsal Absence Form.  
FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE WILL RESULT IN A LOWERED GRADE. 
 
Excused Absences include:        Unexcused Absences include: 
-Personal illness with Doctor’s Note        -Games/Practices for non-UIL activities 
-Family Health emergencies verified by family        -Games/Practices for non-school activities 
-Approved Academic conflicts        -No ride to mandatory event 
-Required Religious observances with advanced notice. -Extra-Curricular UIL events with no notice. 

 



-Extra-Curricular UIL events (not practice)       -Work 
  with advanced notice.  
Communication with the director is crucial when an absence is known. The director should be 
notified of any conflicts at least TWO weeks prior to the event. 

Covid-19 Guidelines from Wylie ISD state that concerts may be livestreamed and with a limited 
audience. We will give you ample time and notification of our procedures if this is the case.  

VI. “Choir Pack” 
 

The “Choir Pack” is $20 and contains the following required materials: 
-Black ½” binder (to be used for Choir music only) 
-Pre-Sharpened Pencil 
-Highlighter 
-Choir T-Shirt (Travel Uniform; uniform for some concerts) 
-Face Shield 
-Bandana 
 
The Choir Directors have already purchased these supplies for every student for uniformity.  Please pay 
online through the Charms website by August 28, 2020. Students will not be issued a Choir T-Shirt (a 
required part of their uniform) or a school Choir Uniform until this money has been received. If you have 
financial difficulties that make it difficult to pay the Choir Pack fee by the deadline, please contact me. I 
will be happy to work with you. 

 
VII. Uniforms 

 
Formal Choir uniforms (tuxedos and black dresses) are the property of Wylie West Junior High School.  
In case of loss or damage to a Choir Uniform, the student is responsible for repair/replacement costs. 
Students who move or relocate MUST turn in their uniform prior to being cleared to leave through the 
Administration office.  Please avoid wearing cologne or fragrances, and please do wear deodorant.  The 
goal is to create a uniform look that does not distract or hamper the choirs as they perform.  Plan to 
arrive and leave each performance wearing your entire uniform. 
 
All students will need to have a choir shirt, jeans, and closed-toe shoes for certain concerts and events. 
Choir shirts will be purchased at the beginning of the school year. 
 
Uniforms for additional concerts or events for each choir are outlined below: 
 
Wylie Bulldog Guys Chorus (6th-7th-8th Guy's Choir):  Young men will be issued a school choir uniform 
for use during the school year, which is the property of Wylie Choir.  Additionally, students will need to 
wear black dress shoes with black socks.  It is highly recommended that students also wear a plain 
white shirt under their tux shirt. In case of loss or damage to a Choir Uniform, the student is 
responsible for repair/replacement costs.  
 
Cantabile (6th-7th-8th Treble Choir):  Young ladies will be issued a school choir uniform for use during 
the school year, which is the property of Wylie Choir.  Additionally, students will need to wear black 

 



closed-toe dress shoes (low heel preferred).  Flip-flops, tennis shoes, and sandals will not be allowed 
on stage.  Jewelry that may be worn includes a simple necklace and/or bracelet, and stud earrings. 
Hair must be up and out of the face. No unnatural hair colors will be permitted on stage.  Makeup 
should look natural. In case of loss or damage to a Choir Uniform, the student is responsible for 
repair/replacement costs.  

VIII. UIL Eligibility 

Pass your classes!  Students who pass their classes benefit from the many rewarding opportunities 
choir presents.  Those who fail their classes let down the group and lose out on these experiences.  
 
Grades play a crucial role in the student’s ability to participate in extra-curricular activities every three 
weeks.  Choral extra-curricular activities include: TMEA Auditions, UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest, UIL 
Concert & Sightreading Contest, and Pop Show.  Future choir placement will reflect your ability to pass 
your classes.  

IX. Private Voice Lessons 
 

There are a variety of ways to take voice lessons in Abilene.  Wylie Choir directors will give private 
coaching sessions by appointment in some cases after school, at no cost.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to remember which days they are scheduled and to come to school prepared for the 
lesson on that day. Due to Covid 19 we are not sure yet about having private instructors come into the 
school. We will keep you notified if that changes. 

 

X. Repertoire 
 
Choral repertoire is chosen from a variety of sources and is based on the TEKS (Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills) and the PML (Prescribed Music List of Texas).  Selection is inclusive of various 
time periods (Baroque, Renaissance, Classical, Romantic, Contemporary), genres (Spirituals, 
Multicultural, Secular, Sacred, Patriotic, Pop, Folk songs, Musical Theatre and Opera), styles (Jazz, 
fanfare, ballad, a cappella, Caribbean, carol) and is based on the level of music literacy of the class as a 
whole.  One goal of choir is to be as inclusive as possible and great care is taken when choosing 
literature to cover as many of these areas as possible.  Additionally, students learn music in stages, 
breaking apart the selection into rhythms, pitches, musical form, musicality and study of the literature 
itself from a historical and literary point of view. If for any reason your child is unable to perform an 
assigned piece of literature, please notify a Director so we may come to an agreement for an alternate 
assignment.   

XI. Fundraisers 
 

Throughout the year, your student will have the opportunity to participate in several fundraisers.  They 
are not required.  However, if your student would like to go on any of the trips or take voice lessons, 
we highly recommend that they participate to help with some of the cost.  We will send home 
information about the fundraiser(s) when the time comes. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



XII. Conflicts with Procedures or Personnel 
 

This section is included for conflict resolution purposes between students and director/s, or director/s 
and parents. If you as a parent have an issue, please contact the Director first and ask to have a 
conference. As per protocol, the director is required to contact the parent with conflicts with any 
student, usually on the same day. Conflicts that require intervention by the office and/or a counselor 
or principal will need to be scheduled in advance. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 


